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Kaunas airfield is located on a hill south of Xaunas (sL/551 ~ 23/55E),
near a bridge over the liermunas (lemel) River and a cable-railway, vwhich
atarts about 200 meters south of the hridre and ends aboub 100 meters
from the northern perineter of the field. The circular field had an.
asphalt road about 4 neters wide around it. Tvo damaged hangars, which
vere being salvaped by a building firm, were located 200 meters west of
the end of the cable-railway. From 25 to 30 one-and two-family houses
quartering Soviet officers and their depenconbts wersa lecated on the outer
side of the circular road, east of the end of the cable-railway. The of ficers
and soldiers cbgerved were brown uniforms and epaulets with light-blue
horders mounting crossed-propeller insignia. The [ield had a firm grass
cover,

Cargo-carrying gliders towed by twin-engine aircraft,referred to as Dovglas
planes,approached the fiold daily. The gliders were semi high-wing mono=
planes with a slight swespback, wide vings, tapering towards the rounded-

off tips, the trailing edges of the wings form a right angle with the fuselage.
The wings Gid not have a dihadral. It had a simple tall assenbly not project—
ing beyond the rear end of the plane, a landing gear fixed to the fuselage,

a nose weel and a tail spur, the sheels of the landing pear being not less
than 1 meter in diamster. s+t After being roleaszd at an altitude of about

300 meters over the field amd circling two or three tiges, the gliders

1anded indiwridually at intervals of seven or aight minutes. Usually, landing
rmms did not exceed 200 meters. The twin-encine aircraft landed after the
sliders, After landing, the #liders were unloaded and towed {rom the rear

hy a tracter. Their cargoes were nauled away. They consisted of one cubic
metor boxes weich had to be carried by six remn. No cranes were available.
Takowoffs vere rade in groups of up Lo 70 planes towing gliders. tThe planes
Tlew in the diredtion fron vhore they had come. No other sircraft types

woere observed at the field, .
%&oﬁm&rﬁ;o The report indicates that the improvenent off the ficld
Inciuding & rusway, bvo hangars and billets vas completed by the spring
of 1950. rer layout of field, sve Annex.
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